
Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Once again, we visited the MOP Kenya mission in January 2020. Every time we see the mission, we feel 

we are reunited with our Kenyan family, we witness the positive changes happening at the compound, 

and we learn new things we have not known yet about the community and its people. 

 As we arrive, we are welcomed by the new and the familiar faces of the MOP brothers. We know some 

of the brothers from our last trips and some were just assigned to this location. The welcome is warm 

and we immediately know that we are back to a place we call our second home. While praying alongside 

the Catholics from the community of St. Rita’s church on the New Year’s Eve, we are reminded that, 

while our Kenyan brothers and sisters look differently from us on the outside, they share our faith and 

the desire to follow Christ. The feeling of the unity intensifies as we attend daily mass with the 

missionaries and the MOP community members, work with them side by side and share meals. In Kenya 

motherhood is a highly regarded role of a woman. Every woman wants to be a mom and many women 

have many children. But the children of Kenya also belong to the extended family and to the entire 

community. On Sunday, many children from the MOP orphanage, the school and the local community 

gather around the mission. They come to visit the brothers, us- the visitors, and to be with each-other. 

On Sundays, we sit on the benches under the trees where the children are and we talk. These children of 

Kenya have also become our children and we have become their mothers, aunts and friends. It feels 

good to be here with our Kenyan family. 

Walking down through the slums of Chokka, about 1 km from the main mission, we reach the mission 

school complex.  Fr. Paul who has been assigned to the mission for the past 6 years has worked closely 

with our Chicago community, especially St. Ferdinand parish, to help collect funds and build a beautiful 

school, playground, kitchen with dining hall, restrooms, multi-purpose hall and now a medical clinic. The 

compound of modern structures surrounded by blooming trees, is a true piece of heaven on Earth. It is 

the home of Divine Mercy Academy which serves 120 young children from the slums and who receive 

their education entirely free here. This time of the year, it is the beginning of the school year in Kenya, 

so we participate in the beginning of year Mass for the children and the families in a specious multi-

purpose hall. Then, Fr. Paul gives us a tour of the newly constructed clinic. It is empty inside, but in our 

imagination, we envision the 4 exam rooms filled with modern medical equipment and the doctors, the 

nurses and the dentists tending to their patients in this beautiful, bright space. With each new 

construction, there is a new joy, new hope born in the heart of the community. 

Before our return back to our homes in Chicago, we visit the homes of our Divine Mercy Academy 

students. While we have taken many walks through the slams of Chokka in the past, and even visited a 

few homes, what we witness during these visits is poverty we did not imagine. A family of four occupies 

a space that is about the size of a walk-in closet or a small bedroom in the USA. There are no mattresses 

on the floor or other furniture, just rags. There is no bathroom and no kitchen inside. The family shares 

an outside toilet with their neighbors and cooks outside their home using a small portable gas stove. The 

rent of such place might be 15-20 USD per month while the daily wage might be 1 USD.  We visit the 

home of a mom of one of the boys who lives in the orphanage. She is disabled and lives alone. We are 

mesmerized by her positive attitude and her love of God. She tells us that she will not beg for money. 



Instead, she roasts and sells peanuts. She cannot take care of her child, so the missionaries do. Her son 

is in 6th grade now and he dreams of being a pilot. 

 Thank you, St. Ferdinand, for the continued support you have given to the Kenya mission. Thank you for 

your continued support towards the school and for giving the children of Kenya a reason to believe that 

their dreams can come true. Once again, we invite you to join our Lenten Tree of Hope project which 

profits go toward Divine Mercy Academy.  

 

With loving gratitude and prayers, 

 MOP Chicago Support Team 


